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vz HE author apprehended, that upon fuch an 
occafion, be should att moft in charaGer to 
confine himfel' to the moral grounds of the dif- 
treffes and perplexities of the prejent dav, es 
accordingly to. point out..the moral remedy : 
willingly saves the political conhderation of oS 
to thoie who have had much more opportunity 
Jor knewing, and who are of more enlarged 
capacities. - He. trufts that bis intentions in 
thee difcourjes were good, they were baftily 
compojed ; and a critical eye will doubtlefs 
perc.ive many inaccuracies. He hopes however, 
that nothing wit be. perceived inconfiftent with 
truth, either upon the oundation 0! regjon or [crip= 
ture He needs and he afes the candour of all who. 
may vouch/a.e to give them a reading, He has 
reajon to think that the beloved people of bis 
charge heard them with that candour, which be 
has o: a tong fea on met with from them, refpec- 


_ ting bis minifteriai performances with “alt their. 


defects and imperjeftions. Asan evidence o/ this, 

he immediately found in them an carnef deire of 
their pubucation. With a view to their being fur~ 
ther Jerviceable to them, be conjents beret ae ~ and 
be earneltly wijtes that the blefing of Go may ac c= 
company them, and make them jerviceable to all, 

into whoe bands they may come.— And may. Ged, ; 
bave all the glory. : = 
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Humble yourfelues therefore, under the mighty hand of Gans 
that he may exalt you in due time. 


ITHOUT ftaying to confider thefe 

words in their primary reference, as. 

pointed out in the context, | thall proceed to 

_difcourfe upon them, agreable to the occafion of 

the prefent day, as I apprehend they will furnifh 
faitable matter therefor. 

Gop that created the univerfe,has ft him- 
felf at the head of it, and undertaken to manage 
and controul it, as feemeth goad in his fight. 
Univerfal empire and dominion of cight belongs 
to him, andto none other : Nor is any. other 
being at all equal to it, for the power of alk 
other beings is. finite, but the power_of:-God iis 
infinite, and fuch a power is abfolutely neceflary 
in order to univerfal government. This is a doc- 
trine, which reafon alone clearly dictates, and it 
is abundantly held forth in the facred infpired 
writings, 

As to this lower world, the divine majeity i is 

- to be confidered as the prime efficient in alk 


events that take place, Whatever may be faid, 
: Sa eee 
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of the undefireable operation of the lufts and 
corruptions of men, their pride, malice, envy, 
avarice, &c. as produétive of uncomfortable 
events ; what ever may be faid of inftrumental 
and fecondary caufes, yet the mighty hand of 
God is firftly to be eyed and acknowledged. It 
is a clear diétate of reafon and {cripture that no- 
thing happens, particularly in this lower world, 
to individuals, or to focieties, greater or lefs ; 
but it is by God’s permiffion and providence, 
and the events that take place, are very various, 
And confidering the moral obligations that man- 
kind are under to God, it certainly becomes them 
to condua towards him agreable to thofe difpcen+ 
fations that he vifits them with, 

Tue words of our text, leads us to the con- 
fideration of an important duty under calamitous 
events.—=Humble yourfelves Se. 

Tury lead us alfo to a confideration of the 
happy effect, and confequence of complying with 
this duty— That be may exalt &e. 

First, We may confider the duty here en- 
joined under calamitous events. Humble &c. 
This phrafe here. Ihe mighty hand of God, undet 
which men are called to bumble themfelves is ex- 
prefiive of difpenfations and events, in divine 
providence, that are diftrefling, grievous and ¢a- 
Jamitous, Sometimes indeed it is expreflive of 
Gods favourable difpenfations, as when Mofes 
tells the people of Ifrael, that the Lord their God 
brought them outof Egypt, through a mighty hand, . 
and, dy a frretched out arm. Deut.-iv. 34s. God 
kindly interpofed for them, and difplayed his 

: Beene almighty 


almighty power for their deliverance: And 


_ fo other places might be mentioned : But here 


in our text, as Ijutt faid, the mighty band of God, 
is exprefiive of calamitous events, Otherwife 


there would be no propriety in the apoftles ex- - 


hortation, for mento bumble them/elves under it. 
Favourable difpenfations of God, call rather, for 
gladnefs and rejoicing before him, than humi- 
liation. 
I would therefore go on and fay, that the 


‘great governor of the world is various in his 


difpenfations, not only towards individuals, but 
towards communities, At times many great and 
public bleflings are enjoyed, the fame in kind 
which Mofes {peaks of to Ifrael, and encourages 
them to expect from the good providence of 
God, if they approved themfelves an obedi- 
ent people. Deut. xxviii, 3d. &c. Bl-fed fhalt 
thou be in the city, and biefled jalt thou be in the 
field. Blejjed fhall be the fruit oj thy body, and 
the fruit of thy ground, and the Jrutt of thy cattle, 
the increafe of thy kine and the frocks of thy fheep. 
Biefed foalt be thy bafRet and thy flore &c. 

Burt :ho’ they are fometimes made to ‘rejoice 
under the {miles of divine Providence, yet by 
and by the fcene is changed: Their fituation 
and circumftances are quite the reverfe, Wars, 
famines, peftilences fucceed, or come in the 
room of peace health and plenty, And great 
fears, diftreffes and perplexities neceflarily attend 
fuch calamitous events. And fometimes after 


long enjoyment of civil and religious liberties and / _ 


| 


Privileges, a people are bro’t into great embarafi- 


ae | 


Sag 

ments and diftreffes. And their public affairs, their 
civil and facred privileges, their trade and bufinefs 
and occupations, wear a dark and gloomy afpeét, 
fo that they know not what to do, or how to 
} extricate themfelves. Such are the changes and 
; alterations that are made in kingdoms, nations 
and provinces, in the courfe of Gods providen- 
tial government. And in the lanouage of our 
\ text, in all this is the mighty hand of God. His 
powerful hand it is that brings on thefe diftrefles 
and calamities. Thus as it isin the book of Fé 
mil, 23. He increajeth the nations and deftroyeth 
‘ them, be enlargeth the nations and Rraiteneth them 
again. That of the prophet Yeremiah may be ap- 
plied here, chap. xxv. 30. &c. The Lord fhallroar 
Jrom on bigh, and utter bis voice jrom bis holy 
habitation, he fhall mightily roar upon bis babita- 
tion, be fhall givea fiout as they that tread the 
grapesagainft atl the inhabitants of the earth. A 
notfe (ball come even to the ends of the earth; for 
the Lord bath acontrover/y with the nations &c. 
In-a word here. ~All good and evil, public as 
well as perfonal, is principally to be attributed 
to the governing providence of God moft high, 
who performeth all things. This is the doétrine 
of the bible. JLform the light, fays God, and 
create darknefs, I make peace and create evil, 

L the Lord do ail theje things. Wai.xly. 7. 
Anp in all public diftrefles and calamities, it 
is evident the Lord hath a controverfy with that 
people among whom they happen. This is.ex~ 
- preffed in the paffage I juft mentioned from the 
prophet ‘feremiab, So alfo is it in that of the pros 
phet Hojea, and the ground of his gale? is 
‘ therein 
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therein mentioned, Ho/ea chap. 4. from the be= 


ginning, Hear the word of the Lord, ye children 
of Yrael, for the Lord hath a controverfy with 


the inbabitants of the land, becaufe there is no 


truth nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the 
land. By fwearing and lying and killing and 
frealing and committing adultery, they break 
out, and blood toucheth blood. 

Now when the fcripture {peaks of God’s hav- 
ing a controverfy with a people, it naturally fup- 
pofes that he is difpleafed and angry with them, 
A controverfy between man and man, fuppofes 
that they are at odds with each other, that there 
is fome ground or caufe of uneafinefs and difplea~ 
fure, and hence they are wont to take methods to 
decide it, each aiming to make his part good, ot 
to gain the afcendancy, that fo he may have it in 
his power to curb and chaitife his _antagonift, 
This is no ground foi controverfy, when an en- 
tire harmony and good agreement fubfifts, So 
that, as I jutt faid God’ S having a controverly 
with a people; fuppofes his anger and difplea- 
fure again{t them. Accordingly when his mighty 
hand is lifted up, when he vifits them with thofe 
evils and calamities we have mentioned at this 
time, it is an undoubted evidence that he is wroth 
with them, calamities are fo many tokens of his 
anger. ‘This is very frequently exprefled © in 
fcripture. 1 fhall only mention that of the prophet, 
Tfatab chap. ix. 11, 12. Thereore the Lord fhall 


Jet up the adversaries of Rezin againft him, and 


join his enemies together. The Syrians be, ore, and 


the Philittines hebind, and they {hall devaur Iyrael 


Soe i B ; wit 


we 


’ 
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with open mouth. Vor all this his anger is not 
furned away, but his Land is firetched out 
iid. 

Now the queftion is, what is it that excites 
the anger of God, and caufes him to manifeft it 
in calamitous difpenfations? Tanfwer in general 
it is on account of their wickednef{s and rebellion 
againft him, If a people were univerfally or 
very generally a virtuous, religions, obedient peo- 
ple, itisnot to be tho’r that the righteous and 
holy God, who loves goodnefs and righteoufnefs, 
would have any controverly with them, that he 
would bring any evils and calamities upon them, 
but would be their conftant friend, guardian and 
protector. When therefore he contends with 
them and greatly diftrefies them, it muft be be- 
‘caufe their iniquities and rebellions have provoked 
him to do fo. All this may be fairly argued net 
only from the hely feripture, but from his cha- 
rater as the moral governor of the world. 
Mankind in allages even uff the prefent, muft 
take to themafelves the blame of all the evils, 
diftreffes and calamities that have befallen them. 

Tury mutt do fo befure, if they don’t confine 
their views to inftrumental and fecordary caufes, 
but regard almighty God, as the great firft caufe 
of all events. And no one who exercifes a rational, 
fober tho’t, but muft be led thus to confider him. 


ss hey muft be led to acknowledge his hand in all 


“ calamities, and to confider the moral ground or 
_-reafon of them ;_ namely, their difobedience and 
‘rebellion againft. him. : 
~ AND ig this view of things, arifes the duty 
———— “3 pointed 
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pointed out in our text, v/z. to humble ourfelves. 
Humble yourfelves under the mighty hand of God, 
Tuts may be confidered as an exhortation to 
repentance when the difpenfations of the great 
governor of the world are diftrefling and calami- 
tous. We find God uttering that complaint con- 
cerning the ‘ews, when his mighty hand was lift- 
-ed upagain{t them, yea, when he let it fall heavily 
upon them, & they were bro’t into fore diftrefics, 
Fer, vil. 5. Why then is this people of Jerutalem 
Sudden back, by a perpetual backflidin:, they bold 
Saft deceit, they refufe to return. Itis plain he 
expected this from them ; and_ he waited to fee 
how it would be with them, whether fey altered 
their condua, that fo the way might be prepared 
for his altering 42s conduct towards them. Ac- 
cordingly it follows in the next verfe, I bearkned 
and heard, J took a particular, critical notice 
how it was with them, dut they /pake not aright, 
no man repented bim of bis wickedne,s, /asing, 
what have I done hat hand have I had in 
procuring the Lord’s controverfy with this people, 
or in bringing on thefe evils and calamities ? In- 
ftead of thisthey went on audacioufly and refo- 
lutely in their iniquities and rebellions, as tho’ 
they could carry the day againft him, and be an 
over match for him. very cne turned to his 
courfe, asthe horfe rufketh into the battle. 
_ Was this to comply with God’s expeétaticns 


concerning them? No verily, but quite the | 


reverfe. From the pafflage I juft mentioned, it is 


plain that he expected that they would repent of 


all thofe evils and tranfgreffions which had pro- 


ured his frowns, REPENTANCE 


“i> 
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“REPENTANCE don’t confift merely in any 
external rites & obfervances. The “f.ws were wont 
to lay great ftrefs upon thefe, and imagined they 
were of great account with God, and what would 
undoubtedly conciliate his favourable regards 
and this at the fame time that they were grofly 
and heinonfly culpable before him, as violaters 
Of his holy and good law. This is fet torth in 
very ftronz colours, in the 1/7. chap. J/aiab. 
We therein find the holy God who was perfedtly 
acquainted with all their henious immoralities, 
fharply and pungently expoftulating with them, 
for their laying fo much ftrefs upon external ritu- 
al obfervancés, and fufficiently expreffing the 
unavailablenefs of them to engage his favourable 
regards, while they went on in their iniquities, 
Yea, expreffing his great deteftation and abhor- 
ence of them. Jt was in vain for them to think. 
of fubftituting thefe in thé room of real righteouf- 
nefs goodnefs and virtue, 13¢) verte &c. Bring 
no more Vain oblations, inceifets an abomination 
unto me, the new moons and fabbaths, the calling 
of affemblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, 
even the folemn meeting. Your new moons and 
your appointed jeafis, wy foul bateth or oan 
Anp then he goes on expreffly to telll them, 
what was the main and principal thing he looked 
_at and what would be moit beneficial and ad- 
vantages them, verfe 16, 17. Waj/b ye, make ye 
clean, put away the evil of your doings {rom be, ore 
mine eyes, ceale to do evil, learn to do well, feck 
judgment, resieve the eppreffed, fudge the fatberle Sy 


plead fort the widow, 
ies 


———— 
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Tuose things that go to conftitute true re- 
pentance, are here fet forth ia general terms, 
abftaining from every vice and immorality, and 
praGtifing thofe things that are pious, virtuous, 
juft and righteous. 

RepenTance however, I would obferve, is not 
to be confidered, as confifting merely in anexternal 
reformation of manners, there muft certainly in 
the firft place be an inward good difpofition. And 
indeed it is not likely that there will be an out- 
ward reformation of manners, in the want of fach 
an inward good difpofition. It is not to be expected 
that there will be good fruit, unlefs the tree be 
good, to allude toour Saviours manner of exprefs* 
fion, Matth. chap. vii. 

Anp accordingly, the terms and phrafes made 
ufe of in fcripture to exprefs repentance, plainly 
fhow that there is fomething mare init than what 
is external ; that it conGfts alfo in that which is 
inward. Accordingly, it is fometimes exprefied 
by a broken and contrite heart, by farrowing and 
mourning, which is internal, fo alfo by men’s 
humbling themfelves, as in our text. 

We lave obferved that when the mighty hand 
of God is lifted up, or when diftrefing calamitous | 
evenis come upana people, through the over- 
ruling providence of God, it is for the wickednefs 
and rebellion of apcople again{t his holy Majefty. 

THe procuring caufe, therefore, of fuch events 
is that which calls for repentance, and that from all 
orders, ranks and charaéters of perfons. Public 
diftreffes and calamicies are undoubtedly to bs 
looke: upon as tokens of the righteous angex © 
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the Majefty of heaven : who is difhonoured, af- 
fronted and vilely and fhamefully treated by the 
impieties and wickedneffes that are prevalent a- 
mong them. - And this is reafon {ufficient for 
univerfal mourniag and humiliation before God. 

THE Majefty of heaven mott certainly deferves 
other fort of treatment than this. The excellen- 
cies of his nature demand the higheft efteem, 
veneration and f{ubjeftion from his whole intelli- 
gent offspring. And fo does the paternal relation 
he ftands into them. When his being and per- 
feCtions are ftruck at, when he is infulted and , 
abufed, as moft certainly is the cafe, when many 

¢and heinous vices are rife in acommunity is it to 
be tho’t ftrange, that his anger is excited, and 

| that he manifefts it by inflicting fore evils upon 

them, bringing on days of darknefs perplexity 
and diftrefs ; efpecially when for a long time he 
has exercifed his patience and forbearance towards 
them, and caufed them to fee much good and 
outward profperity? Can it, I fay, be tho’t 
ftrange that his offended majefty fhould lift vp his 
hand again{t them and make them know feeling- 
ly, what anevil and bitter thing it is that they have 
departed from the Lord their God, and that his 
fear has not been with them? 

Favourable difpenfations of his providence, not 
having had a kindly effect, their becoming a 
willing, obedient people, he fees it fit to diftrefs 
them in his anger—to lift up his mighty hand 
againft them—to vifit their tranfgreffions with 
the rod and their iniquities with ftripes, And yet 
fuch tokens of his anger are fometimes difregard- 
ed, and fail of producing proper effects, THE 
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Tue prophet J/azah prefents us with all this 
in one view, chap. xvi. 10. 11. Let favour be 
Jhewed to the wicked, yet well be not learn righte- 
oufne/s ; in the land of uprightnefs will he deal un- 
Juftly,and will not bebold the majefly of the Lord. 
Lord when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee. 
THEY receive many mercies (as one notes up- 
onit) from God, he caufeth his fun to thine & his 
rain to fallupon them, nay, he profpers them, 
and into their hands he brings plentifully ; they 
efcape many of the ftrokes of God’s judgments, 
which others lefs wicked then they, have been 
cut off by—and yet all is in vain, they will not * 
learn righteoufnefs, will not be led to repentance 
by the goodnefs of God. God lifts. up his hand 
but they take no notice of it—shey will not fee, 
fhut their eyes againft the cleareft conviétion of 
guilt and wrath, afcribe that to chance, or com- 
mon fate, which is manifeftly a divine rebuke, . 
who regard not the threatning fymptoms of their 
own ruin, but cry peace to themfelves, when the 
righteous God is waging war with them. 
How unjuft, how unreafonable a conduét was . 
this under the difpenfations of heaven? 
Most certainly it becomes a people to /ze, to 
_take notice of the hand of God, when it is lifted 
up, to regard the work of the Lord, and the 
operation of his hand, And how are they to {ee 
and regard it? Why, by humbling themfelves, 
and learning and praétifing righteoufnels. This 
__ is the end propofed by him, in lifting up his hand 
| againft them. This is what he juflly expects 
| an their part, ; ae Ss 
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Ir is certainly neceffary in this day of darknefe, 
perplexity and diftrefs, thro’ the mighty hand of 
God lifted up againft us, that there be great 
fearching of heart ; a ferious and thorough en- 
into the grounds of God’s controverfy with us ; 
what have been the evils and abominations that 
have incenfed the divine anger againft us, This 
certainly is the main thing, and not merely Jook- 
ing at inftruments and fecond caufes, For Ict 
thefe be what they will, yet (as was faid before) 
God Almighty, is the firft caufe, and ought to be 
regarded as fuch. It becomes us to be deeply 
humbled before him, for the many and heinous 
evils in the midft of us which have procured the 
tokens of his anger and. difpleafure. We can’t 
be properly humbled under divine rebukes, un- 
Jefs we are humbled for the caurfe of them, the 
motal caufe] mean. And to be thus humbled, 
neceflarily fuppofes that we have fome juft and 
sight fenfe of the badnefs the vilenefs, and un- 
reafonablenefs of the cafe ; or in other words, 
thar we have a juft fenfe of the vilenefs and ma- 

Jiguity of fin.or moral evil, agit is apain{t God, as 
it counteraéts his authority, .as it is down-right 
rebellion againft-his crown and dignity, deftrue- 
tive of all regularity and order in the nioral lyf 
tem, naturally adapted to throw all things into 
confufion, to the difhonour of God, and thwart- 
ing the defigns of all his grand operations in the 
kingdom of providence and of grace. To be 
humbled before God under his mighty hand, 
fuppofes that we have a juft and thorough fenfe, 
of all this. And fo alfo the iniquity in all its 
eS a ae, 
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: frms is moft vile and bafe ingratitude againft thé 


divine be:ng, who is the fourfe of all good. and 
felicity to communiti¢és as well as individuals, 
and upon whofe powerful care and protection 
they abfolutely are dependant for every future 
good. Such humiliation taking its rife from the 
eonfiderations mentioned, carries in the idea of it, 
true genuine forrow and mourning before God, 
grieved that we have atted fo vile;, fo bafe, fo 
irrational and unworthy a part: Andat thé fame 
time folicitous to obtain forgivenefs from him, 
applying earneftly, importunately and perfevering- 
ly to his throne of grace; for the obtainment o 
it, not for our fakes, but for his own name’s fake, 
and for the fake of hisSon Jefus, the great media~ 
tor and reconciler. De eG ee oy ge 
AnD in clofe connexion with all this, and indeed 
as the natural refult of all, there will be firm and 
hearty refoltitions; through the divine aids, to 
abandon all thofe vicious praétices that have been 
habitually indulged: That they will no more 
indulge to propharenefs, intemperance, unclean- 
nefs, ftealing, making and propagating falfe re- 
ports, wounding the character of their neighbours, 
over-reaching; defrauding, fabbath-breaking, dif- 
obedience to parents, defpifing dignities, idling 
away their time to the neglecting their proper 
bufinefs, and making proper provifion for their 
families and dependants, needlefsly {pending their 
time and money in public houfes. And fo I 
might mention other enormities: If we aré hum- 
ble under the mighty hand of Ged, we fhall ceafe 
from all thefe evils, which have occafioned his 
es ee ee 
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lifting it up againftus. And we fhall heartily be-~ 
take ourfelves to the practice of the oppofite 
virtues. We fhall praétife upon the facred rules 
Jaid down in the Bible ; Be fober and temperate 
in all things, be chafte, be juft, honeft and righte- 
ous ; treat the characters and reputation of others 
with tendernefs, and as true citizens of Zion, not 
take up a reproach againft ous neighbours. 
Children will obey their parents in the Lord, 
fervants be obedient to their mafters in all things, 
not purloining, but ufing all fidelity, regarding 
the holy fabbath and making a bufinefs of attend- 
ing the facred exercifes thereof in God’s fandtuary, 
maintaining family religion, flatedly by offering up 
to God, morning and evening, the facrifices of 
per and praife, rendering honor to whom 

onor isdue. Submitting to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s fake, as the apoftle exhorts, 
and leading quiet and peaceable lives in all godli- 
nefs and honefty. If we are truely humbled under 
the mighty hand of God, fuch will be the re- 
formation of manners among us, as the natural 
confequence of it. And if there is not fuch a 
reformation, we can’t be faid to be humbled un- 
der God’s mighty hand, nor may we expect to be 
exalted, Thisleads me to the 2d. head, but this, 
with what remains I fhall leave till the after- 
noon, 


The End of the frft sermon, 
The 
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ae The fecond SERMON. 
1. Peter, vi 6, 


We have confidered the mighty hand of God, 

- asintended of public diftreffes and calamitous 
events, brought on by his over-ruling provi- 

» dence, Alfo the mo al, procuring caufe here- 
of, and the duty here exhorted to, Humble 
jourfelves under the mighty hand of God. . 


] Go on now in the next place, to confider the 
iL probable happy cenfequence’ of complying 
with this duty. Humdle yourjelves Gc, that be may 
exalt youin. due time, To be exalted here, may 
intend obtaining deliverance out of chofe eviis 
and calamities, that God in his: righteous anger 
‘has inflicted, and being reftored:to the ftate of eafe 
and tranquility and outward profperity and happi- 
“nefs heretofore enjoyed, prepare val Bat 
It is natural-to.defire to be freed from evil 
and calamities, to be extricated out of public 
difficulties, And men. are won’t to be full of 
f{chemes and contrivances and moft vigorous exer- 
tions, that they may be fo, But as there are fuch 
a variety of circumftances and events, that muft 
concur in carrying them into execution; and as 
there are many circumftances unforefeen and un- 
thought of, fo they fometimes prove’ abortive. 
Men of the greateft penetration and fagacity hive 
-failedin their expe@ations and purfuits. In evil, 
and calamitous times, it is no doubt duty to con- 
; trive 
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tive and endeavour after deliverance, and plain, 


incumbent duty ought to be done. “But then, 


neither individuals nor colleétive bodies of men 
can command the event, This is beyond their 
power, it is very plain from the manner of expre(- 
{ion in our text, that tho it is our duty to humble 
ourfelves under God’s mighty hand , yet the event 
is wholly with God, and thathe: will take his own 
Way and time in caufing, it to take place.” That 
he may exalt you, ‘when ? You defire help and 
deliverance immediately, you think it beft that it 
fhould be had without any delay. But if you 
are exalted or delivered, not only muft God 
bring it about but he will take his own time 
for it. In due time, the time the infinite wifdom 
fees. fitteft and bet: 


~Anp ‘now I would obferve, that as God is. 
infinite in goodnefs, and delighteth to do good to 


his creatures, he never affliéts them willingly nor 
aie them, fo he is never backward to appear. 


for their help and deliverance when they foitably 
and reverendly acknowledge him, As there is a, 


moral caufe for evils and calamities, which, I have 


mentioned this day, even the fins and tran {greflions 
of a people, “fo upon the foundation of reafon 


and {cripture the removal of them may only be 
expected when this caufe is removed, Or as we 


may thus exprefs it: As the immoralities and, 


vices. of. a people, caufes God to lift up his 


mighty hand againft them, and they are brought 


into great diftrefs and perplexity, fo as itis writ- 
ten, righteoufne/s exalteth a nation or people. 
wrpeance and reformation, and the practice of 

univer fal 
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univerfal righteoufnefs, is the oft likely method 
to take in order to their being cxalted, delivered 
from evils and. refered to a ftate of eafe, tranquili- 
ty and public happinefs. Yea, it is reprefented 
in {cripture, that repentance and reformation, is the 
way to keep off divine calamities, fuch as a land lies 
expofed to, & which feems to be haftening on, and 
to be continucdina profperous & happy ftate. And. 
fo onthe other hand, the impertitence & indulged 


* 


moral evils, were preventive of the good & felicity, 
which God thought to confer upon it, Hence we 
have that of the prophet Yeremiab xviii. 7, 8, Oy 
10. At what inflant I /hall |peak concerning @. 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and. 
to. pull down, ana to, deftroy it : If that nation 


againft whom I haue pronounced, turn {rom their 
evil: 1 will xepent of the evit I thought to doun- 
to thera. And qt what infant I foall [peak con- 
cerning qnation, and.concernt ng a king dom to build 
and ta plant it, I, tt da evtlin my fight, that tt 
obey not my voice, then 1 will repent of the good 
wherewith I faid I would. benefit fem es, 

~ Ir, when it feems as tho’ God’s mighty hand, 
was jufl ready to. fall upon. them, to.difirefs them, 
& even ruin & deftroy then, if the nation or people 
take the alarm, (as one obferves) & repent of their 
fins, and reform. their lives, turn every one from. 
his evil way, and returr_ to God, God will graci- 
oufly accept them, will not proceed in his con- 
troverfy, will return in mercy to them, and tho” 


he cannot change his mind, he will change his 


way, foas that it may. be faid, he repents him. of 
the evil he {aid he would do to them. Thus of- 


vice get to. be. 
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tem in the time of the Judges, when the oppref- 
fed people were penitent people, ftill God raifed 
them up faviours, and when they turned to God, 
their affairs prefently took a new turn. And fo 
if a nation or people whom God has loaded with 
benefits, do evil in his fight, and obey not his 
voice, if it Jofeits.virtue, and become debauch’d 
and prophane, if religio: grow into.contempt, and 
fashionable, and fo be kept. in 
countenance and reputation, and there be a gene- 
ral decay of ferious godlinefs among them, then 
God will turn his hand againft them, will pluck 
up what he was planting, and pull down what he 
was building, What:favours. were further defign- 
ed “fhall be withheld, That Gad hurried Ifrael 
back into the wildernefs, when he had brought 
them within fight of Canaan. Sin defeats Gods 
kind intentions concerning a people, baffles their 
pleafing expectations from him. It ruins their 
comforts, prolongs their grievances, brings them 
into ftraits, and retards their deliverance. J/aiah 
lix. 1, 2, ‘Bebold the Lord’s band is not fLortned, 
that it cannot fave : Neither bis ear heavy, that 
it cannot bear: But your iniquities have feparated 
between you and your God, and your fins have bid 

bis*jace from you, that be wil: not bear. 
“When God was about deftroying Nineveh, 


- in which fin greatly abounded, when upon the 


warning given them of approaching deftrudtion, 
they changed their way, God alfo changed 47s, 
They believed God,’ proclaimed a faft, put on all 
the external tokens of grief and. penitence, and 
agreable to the exhortation of the awe. os 
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- doubt cried mightily to God, yea turned every 


one from his evil way, and front the violence that 
was in his hand, and this’ upon a_peradventure, 
not havingan abfolute certainty that God would 
appear for their deliverance. And accordingly 
it fo happened. God /aw their works, that they. 
turned from their evil way, and God repented of 
the evil that he had faid he would do unto them, 
and he did it not. Jonah iii, lat verfe. 
Ann I ‘would juft obferve here, that we hall 
find for the'moft part befure, that the fafts that 
were obferved under the old teftament, were {a 
on account of ‘evils impending, or brought on, 
through the righteousanger of God for the abound- 
ing wickedneffes and immoralities in one place 
and in another. Sgr 
Tuus it wasas to the faft at Nineveh, we juft 
made mention of. And thus it was as to the faft 
obferved in the days of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, ° 
Sferemiah 36, 9. Anait came to pa/s in the fi/th 
year of Jehoiakim @c. That they proclaimed a 
Saft before the Lord to all the people in Ferujalem, 
&c. 
Tue occafion of that day of fafting we have in the 
6, & 7. verfes. And fo I might mention other in- 
ftances. Itis plain from theinftances mention’d, that 
they did not faft for ftrife or debate, or tofmite with 
the fift of wickednefs, they did not do {0 from 
any finifter views and defigns, but they did fo from 
the fenfe of the anger of God that was out a- 
gainft them, for. the evils and abominations they 
had committed in his fight. And this it is, fuch 
a fenie of things as this, that only can give, pto- 
ee ee oe priety 


t es 
priety to the obfervance of {uch days now as well 
as formerly, And when days of fafting are ob- 
ferved after fuch a manner it is a token for good), 
that God has favours in {tore for the people. 

We have obferved that God has fometimes 
averted impending evils, fuch asa finful people 
have been imminently etpofed to, and had the 
utmoft reafon to expect, when they have repented 
and returned to him, as was the cafe with Nine- 
veh, Andit may from hence be fairly argued; 
that he is ready to remove evils and calamities, 
which are already felt, when God beholds them 
humbled under his mighty hand, repenting and 
retu:ning tohim, ‘The great end of public dif- 
treffes and calamities, is the repentance ind refor- 
mation of the nation-and jand who are vifited 
with them, And when this erid is anfwered, may 
_ it not be expected that God will return to them 
in ways of favour and kindnefs, that he will des 
light to do them good with all his heart, to {mile 
upon them in all their interefis and concerns, and 
make them a profperous happy people. As pub- 
lic vices tend to draw down public calamities, 
fo public vices and prevailing goodnefs tends to 
procure public bleffings, So that to humble our- 
felves under the mighty hand of God, is the moft 
likely method to be exalted in due timé, the 
time that infinite wifdom thinks beft: The all- 
wife God knows better when to appear for the 
help of a humbled, penitent, reformed people, 
and to extricate them out of their troubles and 
Ls: cae than they can prefcribe to him. And 
whenthey have complied with his requirements 
ee See 
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it is their wifdom and their duty humbly to zefét 


events to him, to order them out when and as he | 


fees fitteft and beft. To be in the hands of in+ 
finite wifdom moft certainly is to be in the beft 
hands. ee eee oe 

_ I fhall oniy add here, what Mofes in God’s 
hame fays tothe people of Ifrael, after pronounc- 
ing a variety of bleffings upon them, upon their 
approving thémifelves an obedient people. Deut. 
xxviii, from the gth verfe, tothe 14. The Lord 


feall efabli[h thee an holy people unto b:mfel., if 


thou fhall keep the commandments of the Lord thy 
God, and walk in his ways. And all the people of 
the earth (kali fee that thou art called by the 
name of the Lord, and they (hall be ajraid of 
thee. And the Lord hall make thee plenteots 
in goods. The Lord fhalt open unto thee bis good 
treajure, the heavens to give the rain unto thy 
land in bts feajon, and to ble/s all the work o) thine 
hand: And thou foalt lend unto many nations, and 
thou foalt not borrow. And the Lord ball make 
thee the head, and not the tail, and thou {halt be 
above only, and thou fhalt not be bensazh ; if that 


«thou bearken unto the commandments of the Lord 


thy God. . : 
Bur I will no further enlarge here; but shall offer 
fome things with plainnefs, and I truft with feri- 


 oufnefs, relative tothe occafion of the day, and 
- agreable to the fubject I have been difcourfing 
upon. It is I fuppote univerfally acknowledged to 


| txtricate ourfelves, 


be a day of great public diftrefs and difficulty, {6 a8 
that we know not well what to do, nor how to 
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© Ler what will have been the inftrumental or 
fecondary cavies, yet I truft, you have all of you 
this fenfe of things, that che great Governor of the 
world, in his over-ruling providence, has brought 
about fucha flate of thinosamong us. Or wny 
do ‘we appear before God in his houfe this cay, 
to fpread our cafe before him, and to fupplicate 
the kind interpofitions of his providence towards 
us ? Is net the language of this day’s folemnity 
this, that we look upon it, that the mighty hand 
of God is lifted up againft us? That he has a 
controverly with us? That we lay under his frowns 
and difpleafure? If we have not {uch a fenle -of 
matters as this, it would be trifling with the di- 
vine majefty, and indeed be a mockery of him, 
to come before him this day, in this manner, 
And as it is written, God will not be mocked, I 
fhould:-be loth to entertain an opinion of any 
one who has defired that fuch a day might be 
obferved, that it was from a party-fpirit, but 
would charitably hope, that it was to do 
honotr to the great Governor of the world, 
religioufly to acknowledge him as fuper-intend~ 
ing human affairs, and accordingly to fupplicate 
the gracious and powerful interpofitions of his pro- 
vidence to relieve us from all our difficulties and 
diftrefles. And in this view of the cafe, andif 
we are humbled under the mighty hand'of God, 
and the folemnities of this day are followed with 
an univerfal repentance and reformation, we may 
hope that in due time God will exalt us, that he 
will relieve us of all our burdens and difficulties, 
and reftore ys to a dtate of profperity and hap- 
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_pinefs. Nor unlefs this is the cafe with us, may 


We upon any good and folid grounds, expect this, 
For as finis a reproach to a people, fo it has 
tendency, both naturally,.and morally, to deftruc- 
tio. and ruin. 

As to religion, that, which is pure and uatefiled 
before God-and the Father, perhaps there has 
been as great a proportion of this in New- 
England, as in any part.of the chriftian world. 

Tue fathers of this land were actuated from; 


this noble principle in forfaking their ative! 


country, and their many near and dear connexions 
and fair inheritances, and enterprifing che fettle- 
ment of this howling wildernefs, Religion ap- 
peared in its true. zory and luftre, ia the early 
times of this country, There was. great regard 
to the holy fcriptures, a great regard to the holy 
fabbaihs and public worthip : Aud they would 
go great diftances willingly aad. cheartully, ra- 
ther than be deprived of fuch precious ad vantages 
and privileges. There was a great rezard to 
family worfhip, iaftruction ‘and government, 
there was much of kindnefs, brotherly-love and 
charity in thote puritanic, times, And prophaue 
curfing and fwearing was arate. thing indeed, and 
Many, enormities and vicious practices, which 
have greatly obtainedi inmodern tim-s, were {carce~ 
ly known among them, I don’t mean to reprefent 
that generation as abfolutely perfedt, for this is 
incompatible to the prefent fate. Neverthelefs 

they were very generally, a very excellent fet of 


men, , And their names and their me mories, as 
they have been, fo will bz in. fature geaerations 


fragrant 
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fragrant as the precious ointment. And the holy 
and righteous God own’d and honour’d them 


.accordingly, That righteoufnefs, which was fo 


con{picuous among them, greatly exalted them, 
God was with them and for them, and who then 
could be againft them? Verilynone, and fo it 
appeared, for by a variety of #remarkable inter- 
pofitions of his providence, God drove out the 


deathen before them, prepared room for them, 


an& they profpered and increafed under the {miles 
of heaven, and laid a broad foundation for thofe 
that come after them to build upon. And a 
grand and noble fuperftru€ture has been raifed 
upon it, as we fee at this day: And particularly 
fince the conclufion of the laft war, in which the. 
country of Canada, that was fo long a fcourge to 
us, fince, I fay, that country has been fubjected, 
to the Britifh empire, whata farprifing {pread 
and increafe has there been to the Englith terri- 
xories ! ee : iit 
THE primitive, religious conflitution of this 


‘eountry was very excellent, and under the {miles, 


and bleffing of the God of grace, has been abun- 
dantly affeGual to fubferve the ends of vital piety, 
and godlinefs, and the purpofes of redeeming 

race. We have had excellent means of liberal 
éducation, through the pious care of our anceftors, 
our churches have greatly multiplied, and perhaps 
as. great a proportion of able learned, pious and 
faithful minifters of the gofpel, as any part of the 
chriftian, world can boaft of. And fuch I doubt not 
they,areat prefent, however lightly efleemed of by 
fome, and however fome may bedifpofed to be 
3 = ' them, 
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them and reduce them to penurious circumftancés, 
tothe great hindrance of the gofpel, as well as 
damage to the common-wealth. For however 
regardlefs many may be of the gofpel and the 
{piritual and everlafting bleffings of it, yct it feems 


to be the general opinion that the chriflian minif-_ 


try is an excellent inftitution, confidered only 


in a civil and political light. And I would juft fay / 


further here ; that if it was wholly fuppreffed and 
banifhed the land, we fhould be in a fituation not 
far fuperior to that of the aboriginal natives. 

~ We have had an excellent civil conftitution, 
good and wholfome laws, the due execution of 
which, have produced the moft falutary, and 
beneficial effeéts. At, prefent, this people are 
thrown into great diftrefS and perplexity thro’ the 
oper tion of certain aéfs of the Britz/h legiflature, 
impofing duties and taxes upon them, which, if 
the right it claims fhould be granted, yet muft 
be looked upon by all, as contrary to the principles 
of found policy, confideriag the intercourfe be- 
tween the Parent ftate and the Colonies, and the 
yaft commercial intereft maintained between them 
to their mutual benefit and advantage. foe 
Very fad is the prefent fituation of our capita? 
towz, blocked up by a powerful {quadron, to the 
cramping it’s navigation and commerce, and to 
the impoverifhment and diftrefs of multitudes. 
And this diftre(s that has befallen it, muft have 


it’s influence upon the whole community. If the. 


head {uffers, the members muft in many_refpects 
faffer with it—May God afford deliverance 
in due time, and give us occafion to rejoice in the 
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kind interpofitions of his providence in removing 
this and every other difficulty and grievance |. For 
we ought to bear thisin mind, that our main de- 
pendance in the cafe is upon his over-ruling pro- 
vidence . We are not to truft in ap arm of flefh, 
but in the Lord Jehovah, in. whom is.everlafting 
firength. Unto him are we to pray,—and unto 
him muft we return,—that he may return in 
favour'to us. Turn us again, O. God of bofts, 
cause thy face to (Line, and we (pall be faved, Ie 
is at prefent, as has been {aid, a time of great per= 
plexity and diftrefs.. Buc ace we to look altoge- 
ther to the dark fide of things? Is there no bright 


fide to.turn to? Yes verily, there is. . Thus, it is 


a remarkable time of health throughout the land; 
We hear of no contagious, mortal ficknets prevail- 
ing any where: We have not this feafon been 
vilited with {corching droughts, with devouring 
infects. ‘We have had the refrefhing rains and 
fhines of heaven, and the fruits of the earth 
neceflury for the fupport of man and beafts, were 
perhaps never in.a more flourifhing ftate, nora 
better profpect of a plentiful increafe. . 
WE yet enjoy our quiet fabbaths, and chriftian 


dnffitutions, the day and the means of grace, 


And fo I might mention many. other favours and 
bleffings of heaven. So that notwithftanding 
all our difficulties and grievances, yet our ftate is 
not abfolutely forlorn anddefperate. We havea 
bright fide to look to, and ought to look to it; 
we have great reafon for thankfulnefs to the great 


‘Governor of the world, at the fame time that 


wehave much caufe for humiliation before him 
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confidering the moral grounds and reafons of this 


— with us. ia 
Eare defirous. of being extricated out of 


all our difficulties, and enjoying public good and _ 


happinefs of every kind. Now the fubjeét [have 
been difcourfing upon, direéts us to the moft 
effectual method to betake ourfelves to, in order 
to this. The way to be exalted, is to humble 
ourfelves under the mighty hand .of God. All 
fchemes and plans that may be laid, all endeavours 
that may be ufed, are not of that importance, nor 
will they be likely to be fo efficacious, as fecur~ 
ing the friendfhip, the guardian-fhip and pros 
tection of the God of heaven, who has all events 
and all hearts in his hands, and who can ‘in the 
moft furprizing, unexpected manner, fcatter dark 
clouds, change the face of things, bring good 
out of evil, and open a fair, bright-anderefrefh- 
ing fcene, turn our mourning into dancing, put 
off our fackcloth and gird us with gladnefs. O% 
what-a great thing is it, to have the omnipotent 
Ged engage on the fide of a people |! Every thing 
then muft go- well with them in fpite of all ob- 
ftru€tions and oppofitions. For th:re is no wi/~ 
dom, nor underftanaing, nor counfel againft the 
Lord. Prov. 21, 30. 
Tuere is none that canavail any thing any 
more than for a worm to pretend to cope with a 
Lion. 
~~ Bur in order that we may enjoy the friendfhip 
of God and be under his fmiles and. blefiings, 
we muft on our part be in friendfhip with him. 
And then only are we fo, when we are brought 
£0 
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to’that repentance and reformation that we have 
‘Spoken of thisday. This verily is of very great 
importance in regard of God’s glory, and as we 
would confult our own good and profperity even 
at prefent. O that there were fuch an heartin 
us all, and in this whole people, that we may 
humble ourfelves under the mighty hand of God 
that he may exalt us ip due time. If vice and 
wickednefs, efpecially in all its groffer forms was 
fuppreffed, and piety and virtue, righteoufnefs, 
temperance, charity &c. were generally to pre-~ 
vail in the midft of us, what a token fur good 
would this be! We might then fecurely depend 
upon God’s kind care and proteétion, and that 
his bleffing would be upon us in: all regards: 
But now, inftead of the prevalence of thefe duties 
and virtues, is it not too evident, that we are a 
people taden’d with iniquity, notwithftanding all 
the goodnefs of God that he has manifefted to 
us, and notwithftanding all his frowns and difs 
pleafure, which by our iniquities we have proé 
cured ? 

‘Can it be faid that the troubles, perplexities 
jand difficulties of the prefent day have produced 
a general repentance and reformation of manners ? 
| May it not be truly faid, that the lufts and cor- 
' fuptions of many have greatly and unhappily o- 

perated, which inftead of diminifhing have very 
much inereafed our troubles! What jealoufies 
and refentments have been entertained among 
old friends, neighbours and relatives ? What 
hard and cpprobrious names have been given 
to ene another! What a difpofition ‘to rile 

and 
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and propagate falfe reports without regarding thé 
mifchievous confequences of them ! Yea; what 


oe 


wrath and malice, bitternefs, clamour and evil= _ 


{peaking has there been! How much horrible 
prophanefs and impiety has there been; to the 
difhonour of God, to the eating out the Very 
vitals of religion, the religion of the bleffed Jeftis; 
which breaths a quite different {pirit; and tending 
alfo to the deftruétion of the very form of itz 
. Sucu evils as thefé, alas! how greaily prévalent 
have they been in thefe days, in which the mighty 
hand of God has been lifted up azainft us! Nor 
is-his anger turned away, but his hand is ftretched 
out fill: It is far from being agreable to me, in 
itfelf confidered, to enumerate the evils of thé 
times, but I fhould not be faithful if I did not. 


And all who are themfelves_ con{cientious; 


muft approve of faithfulnefs in othets.. . 
_ lL wouxd nowoffer a few things by way -of 
counfel, hoping they will be received and prac= 
tically regarded; eee 

__An the firft place, let every oné fearch and try 
his own heart and ways, humble himfelf before 
God, implore forgivenefs through Chrijt, and 


| Stace for the fature, to live in a holy, obedient 


manner. If it fhould be thus with every one; 
then reformation would be general And in this 
cafe we might hope to be highly exalted, ‘ 

Again, itis Ss 
Ler itbethe care of every oné to get poffeffed of 
a fpirit of charity and brotherly kindnefs. This is 


‘ of Very great importance to the comfort and well- 
being of focietics, ne greater and ‘the’ lefs. 
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for where there is contention, there is confufion 
and every evil work. In almoft all matters, civil, 
fecular and religious, a diverlity of fentiments takes 
place amongft mankind, It is in vain to expect, 


that in all things they wi'l be of the fame mind. 


and of the fame judgment. And therefore a 
great deal of forbearance, candour, condefcenfion, 
meeknefs and charity is neceflary. Perfons may 
and owshr to be good neigfibours and friends, and 
to treat one another as brethren, however they 
may be of different opinions from one another in 
many matters. . 


BroTuer ty kindnefs and chotitv, as it isa 


great chriftian duty, fo it is the beauty, ftresgth 
and glory of focieties. It tends greatly to alle- 
viate burdens and to fweeten life. I fhall only 
jolt add here, the ue and beautiful defcription 
of charity in the 1ff epiftle to the Coriath. 13¢6 
chap. 4. 8. Charity juffereth long, and is kind 
charity envieth not ; charity vaunteth not it/eif, 
$s not pujed up, doth not bebave itielt unfeemly, 
feeketh not her own, is not eafry provoked, thinketh 
no evil, rejoieeth not in iniquity, dut rejoiceth in 


the truth : Beareth alt things, believeth ali things, 


Lopeth all things, endureth all things. 


AnoTuer thing I would mention, relative to. 


the obfervation of this day. Some may not fee 
their way clear to obferve it, it not being enjoin’d 
in the ufval way. | Now as no one is under 

: r any 


“Po The obfervation af this day was not, as ufual, by @ pro- 
clamation. from the civil authority, It appears thatthe late 
Houfe of Reprefentativer applied to his Excellency pees 


> GAGE that a public faft might be appointed. Dut at 


- 


Ea 


ee we A Ree NS 
e : 


(3 ) : 
any compulfion in the cafe, fo I would earnefily: 
advife: that there may be no hard, and fevere re- 
fleGtions caft upon any, and that there be no» 
uncivil, indecent condu@ towards any upon the 
occafion. Let there be nothing incon{iftent with 
the character of men and chriftians. This wilh 
doubtlefs be productive of the moft falutary and: 
comfortable effects, . Again, —. 
. Wir refpeét to thofe that have been defirous. 
of the obfervation, of this day, (and this feems to: é 
be very general) I would. fay that you ought to. 
regard itas unto the Lord. Do not. you hereby 
profefs to. do honour to the great Governor of} 
the world, to exprefs. your unworthinefs before. 
him, your dependance upon him, to acknowledge. = 
and bewail your fins which have cccafioned him, 
to lift up his mighty hand, and to bring us intoy 
difficulties and diitreffgs, to implore his torgive-. 
nefsand.the return of his favour. Thofe that. 
: are. 


am, 


Excellency was not pleafed to. comply with faid motion; it 4 
ewas voted in the houfe, that the Reprefentatives upon their’ i 
return home, apply to. their refbettive Parifh-Miniffers that 5 
fuch.a day might be obferved. Having been applied to according= 
ly, and finding upon laying it before the congregation inthis - : ge d 
place, which I tho’t but a juft refpeh to them notwithfranding - Hig 
faid application, and perceiving that it. was very generally de~ 

fired, the day was obfe'ved, And Lhave-.the pleafure to declare” 

that there was not the deaf? diforder upon fait day. Many res 
fpettable perfons who did nat fee fo clearly into the propriety , 
of it, yet being unwilling to give offence to their neighbours and. 
brethren, laid afide ail their fecular concerns, and with but: 
fers exceptions attended the public exercifes. And Iwould far- 
ther deciare, that fafar as I had opportunity to observe among: 
my people, the principle that feemed to govern them, was. 
not an oppofition to government, but from a Jenfe they profefed 
to have of the frowns of heaven upon us, and the propriesy. of. 
imploring God's gracious and powerful interpofitions sie 
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afe { efincere and hearty in all this, may upon good 

rounds hope and expeét that God will accept them, 
therein. You mean the folemnity of this day, bre- 
thren !or the attendance upon it, asan a@ of re- 
ligion. Now won't you all of you carry the religion 
of this day into your families ? Won’t you con- 
fider it as your duty, befides joining in the pub- 
lick prayers ve the penta: to offer up your 


affair 

‘May it not x jay b be ae — God himfelf 
that a genuine repentance and reformation will 
follow'this days folemnity ? fhall it be faid that 
any after this go on. in prophanefs, intempe- 
rance, unchaftity, i in fraud and eppreffion, in bit- 
ternefs, wrath, ‘malice, anger, difhonefty, un- 
rightcoufnels, fabbath br eaking, “neglecting the 
public worthip of God ? Shall it be faid “after 
this, that there are any more prayerlefs, families, 


that’ live like heathens, not calling upon the name 


~ of the Lord? [ mutt fpeak freely and faithfully 


: willinot acknowledge this, unlefs Our are Pros. 
fe 


here, that I fear that there are a great many pray- 
erlefs, families among you, and I muft earneftly 
expoftulate with, you upon this head. Why will 
you ‘thus. live. without God in the world? Are 
you, afraid or afhamed. to, acknowledge, your 


Maker and daily, benefaGtor, ?: Can you live with- 


out him, live independant on, him? You furely 


cere er 


= ae 
Ca 


fefled Atheifts. But I am well perfwadéd that 
hone of you are of this abandoned clafs of more 
tals, You acknowledge, all of you, I prefume 


that there isa God, and ‘that you are. abfolutely 
dependant upon him for pubjiic, perfonal and_ 
family bleflings. And will you notthen erect an ~ 


altar for him in your houfes, whereon ta offer 
religious facrifices daily, morning and evening ® 
How. can you expect the bleffing of Ged upon 
your perfons or families, if you neglect having 
any concern with him in the way I have now 
mentioned ? I muft earnettly exhort fuchas have 
hitherto. neglected family worfhip, that they im- 
mediately fet it up, and net to make a bye 
bufinets of it, but conftantly to attend “It. 
Confider what you awe to your children. They 
are committed to your care not only to provide 
for their outward welfare and comfort, but to 
train them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. And isit likely that they will haveany fenfe 
of God or celigian, if they featheir parents live 
in the neglect of {uch a plain incumbent duty, as 
that of family-worlhip is? And will notreligion, 
the moftimportant thing in the world, be loft 
among the rifing generation if you go on in fuch 
a neglect ? | hope what I have new faid upon this 
matter will be ferioufly laid to heart by thofe of 
you to whom it is e{pecially applicable. And 
may it pleafe Godto render it effectual to bring 
about a reformation in thigm tter? And I would 
jutt add in a word, that it will ill become thofe 
to live. in the neglect of family-worfhip, wha 
_ have difcovered a zeal, that this day of fafting 

bee en tee cages bs ian Seas. as aagaseiles a 3 bs ae 
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while you are in fuch anxiety refpecting your civil 
liberties, it infinitely concerns you, that you be in 
-earneft that you may have a fhare in the glorious 
liberties and privileges of the children of God. 
Civil liberty it is acknowledged is a moft valuable 
enjoyment. And what allare earneftly defirous 
of the enjoyment of. And as every one is defi- 
rous of it for himfelf, fo. every one ought to be 
willing that his neighbour fhould enjoy it, But 
is it a¢ting a confiftent part to vilify and reproach 
Others, becaufe they take that liberty which God: 
“and nature have given them to think and {peak 

differently from them # No one can foberly pre- 

tend-this, . No doubt all.aim at the fame thing, 
whatever difference there may be in opinion: and 
| -conduét. Let us remember, Brethren! That 
| the prefent fcene will quickly | 
And we fhall have‘no morean 


concern. with the 
affairs, and-tranfactions of t refent. flate. 
And if we get to heaven, as Sod: in his in- 
finite mercy thro’ Chrift grant we all may, we 
fhiall there be all of one heart and foul.’ There 
harmony, love and peace will univerfally take 
place. There we fhall enjoy liberty of the right 
fort, be eternally free from the bondage of Satan 
‘and our own corruptions, and all the penal effects 
of them, and love God, and love one another en- 
tirely and fincerely, and with the utmoft freedom 
and chearfulnefs, ferve and glorify God and the 


Lamb throughout.cternal ages. Sas ee 
AMEN 
as 4 yee ee ae 


be clofed upon us, 
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